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New release, ‘The St. Paul Phantom’, tells
the story of the Gibbons brothers’ fight

for glory
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Descendant of boxing royalty unearths lost American epic, ‘The St. Paul
Phantom’

The St. Paul Phantom Set for Summer 2026 Release — A sweeping narrative history revives the
Irish-American brothers who chased the American Dream in the outlawed prize ring

As America prepares to mark the 250th anniversary of its founding, a forgotten chapter of the
nation’s past returns to the spotlight with the publication of The St. Paul Phantom: The Gibbons
Brothers’ Fight for Glory, Volume |, a sweeping narrative history that revives one of the most
compelling—and long-overlooked—sagas of the early twentieth century.
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Written by historian and award-winning storyteller Gerard Gibbons, a descendant of the legendary
fighting family, the book will be published June 9, 2026 by Fight for Glory Press, with pre-sales
opening April 21, timed to powerfully resonant with this year’'s America 250 celebrations and
storytelling initiatives. The book will be available in hardcover, paperback, eBook, and audiobook
editions.

Drawing on more than a decade of archival research—including rare family letters, memoirs,
photographs, and records—The St. Paul Phantom reconstructs the extraordinary rise of Mike and
Tommy Gibbons, immigrant sons of St. Paul, Minnesota who rose from poverty to become two of the
most celebrated fighters of their generation.

At the center of the story stands Mike Gibbons, the elusive middleweight master known as “The St.
Paul Phantom.” Revered by historians as one of boxing’'s greatest tacticians, Gibbons developed a
revolutionary “scientific” style of fighting that emphasized strategy, defense, and ring intelligence.

ALSO:Gilberto “Zurdo” Ramirez previews David “El Monstro” Benavidez showdown

Mentored by legendary Black champions Jack Johnson, Sam Langford, and Joe Gans, Gibbons rose
from clandestine rooftop bouts in immigrant neighborhoods to the bright lights of Madison Square
Garden, Havana, Sydney, and London, crossing paths with the most influential figures of their era—

including Theodore Roosevelt, Harry Houdini, Tex Rickard, Joseph Pulitzer, William Randolph Hearst,
and a young F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Set against the rise of celebrity culture, civil rights, World War |, and the devastating influenza
pandemic of 1918, the book tells a deeply human story of family, boxing, ambition, and reinvention
during a decisive era in the making of modern America.

“This is more than a sports biography,” says Gibbons. “It's a quintessential American story about
family, belief, and the fight to become something greater than circumstance.”

About the Author

Gerard Gibbons is a nonfiction author and historian with more than three decades of experience as
an award-winning filmmaker, storyteller, and brand strategist. A descendant of the legendary Gibbons
fighting family, he curates the family archives and preserves the legacy of two inductees of The Ring
Magazine and the International Boxing Hall of Fame.
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